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The last of four novels that preceded Machado de Assis's famous trilogy of realistic masterpieces, Iaiá
Garcia belongs to what critics have called the Brazilian author's "romantic" phase. But it is far more than
that implies. Like his other early works, Iaiá Garcia foreshadows the themes and characters of Assis's most
masterful novels.

Iaiá Garcia intertwines the lives of three characters in a subtly and wryly developing relationship. While the
youthful Iaiá is growing into womanhood, a tentative love affair occurs between the aristocratic Jorge and
the prideful Estela. This affair is afflicted by ironic shifts of fortune and in time the maturing Iaiá becomes a
rival for Jorge's attentions. Assis's portrayal of the relationship among these three characters is a perceptive
study of uncompromising pride, thwarted love, jealousy, misunderstanding, bewilderment, and attainment.

As the translator, Albert I. Bagby, Jr., contends, the story of Iaiá, Jorge, and Estela reflects the formula that
Assis saw as fundamental to human life: "Will and ambition, when they truly dominate, can struggle with
other feelings, but they are the weapons of the strong, and victory belongs to the strong." In Assis's view
success comes to the strong and failure to the weak. But both inhabit a world that is neutral-neither helping
one nor hindering the other. The outcome of events in Iaiá Garcia may not seem entirely optimistic, but
neither is it pessimistic. And Mr. Bagby concludes, "Perhaps to understand the optimism of Assis one needs
only to be ... a hard, pragmatic realist .... "

Whether hard realists or unregenerate romantics, readers of this novel will find it a compelling tale of love
lost and won. Like his earlier translation of Assis's The Hand & the Glove, Mr. Bagby's English rendering of
Iaiá Garcia from the original Portuguese is done with both accuracy and sensitivity.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Iaiá Garcia (Studies In
Romance Languages). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

David Busby:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this
for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Iaiá
Garcia (Studies In Romance Languages) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Paul Howell:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Iaiá Garcia (Studies In Romance Languages) as the
daily resource information.

Michael Blossom:

The actual book Iaiá Garcia (Studies In Romance Languages) will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Iaiá Garcia (Studies In Romance Languages) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily
to read the book.
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