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For centuries, the cardinals, popes, and rulers of Italy have devoted themselves to creating vast villa gardens
that represent their wealth and power, provide a calm refuge from city life, and showcase lavish plantings
and rare flowers. Here, in over two hundred exquisite photographs—taken during the Edwardian era when
these historic gardens were at their peak—twenty-two of central Italy's most ornate and spectacular palace
gardens are presented.

Italian Gardens reveals the vanished magnificence of the aristocracy's landscapes in superb images from the
archives of Britain's renowned Country Life magazine. Classic photographs of unrivaled beauty and
composition display patterned grottoes, elaborate terraces, sophisticated fountains, antique statuary, and sun-
dappled arbors to provide an important record of these gardens at a nostalgic moment in time, before the two
World Wars provoked irrevocable changes in Italy's political and economic climate and many gardens fell
into neglect. These vivid images dating from the early 1900s possess a quality of light and depth of detail not
seen in modern photographs.

Discussing the history and design of each garden, author Helena Attlee brings to life the personalities
responsible for such extravagant creations as the Alley of a Hundred Fountains at the Villa d'Este in Tivoli,
the swirling parterres de broderie of Villa Doria Pamphili in Rome, the broad terraces and majestic staircases
of the Vatican Gardens, the frescoed loggia of the Villa Medici in Fiesole, and the border of innumerable
citrus trees circling the Isolotto in Florence's famous Boboli Gardens. This volume introduces the intricacies
and ornaments of the sumptuous gardens of Rome and Tuscany, and will transport readers to these unique,
fragrant landscapes.
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From reader reviews:

Ivory Hughes:

The book Italian Gardens: Romantic Splendor in the Edwardian Age make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Italian
Gardens: Romantic Splendor in the Edwardian Age to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like wide open and read a guide Italian Gardens: Romantic Splendor in the Edwardian Age. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this book?

Raymond Striegel:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Italian Gardens: Romantic
Splendor in the Edwardian Age that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you can pick Italian Gardens: Romantic Splendor in the Edwardian Age
become your starter.

Pedro Murray:

This Italian Gardens: Romantic Splendor in the Edwardian Age is great reserve for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Italian Gardens: Romantic Splendor in the Edwardian Age in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen
small right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt which?

Steven Young:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Italian Gardens:
Romantic Splendor in the Edwardian Age can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
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