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Jews and Christiansin Medieval Castile examines the changes in Jewish-Christian relationsin the Iberian
kingdom of Castile during the pivotal period of the reconquest and the hundred years that followed the end
of its most active phase (eleventh to mid-fourteenth century). The study's focus on the Christian heartland
north of the Duero River, known as Old Castile, allows for a detailed investigation of the Jews' changing
relations with the area's main power players?he monarchy, the church, and the towns. In a departure from
previous assessments, Soifer Irish shows that the institutional and legal norms of toleration for the Jewish
minority were forged not along the military frontier with Islam, but in the north of Castile. She argues that
the Jews' relationship with the Castilian monarchy was by far the most significant factor that influenced their
situation in the kingdom, but also demonstrates that this relationship was inherently problematic. Although
during the early centuries of Christian expansion the Jewish communities benefited from a strong royal
power, after about 1250 helping maintain it proved to be costly to the Jewish communities in economic and
human terms. Soifer Irish demonstrates that while some Castilian clergymen were vehemently anti-Jewish,
the Castilian Church as awhole never developed a coordinated strategy on the Jews, or even showed much
interest in the issue. The opposite is true about the townsmen, whose relations with their Jewish neighbors
vacillated between cooperation and conflict. In the late thirteenth century, the Crown's heavy-handed tactics
in enforcing the collection of outstanding debts to Jewish moneylenders led to the breakdown in the
negotiations between the Jewish and Christian communities, creating a fertile ground for the formation of an
anti-Jewish discourse in Castilian towns. Soifer Irish aso examines the Jews' attitudes toward the various
powersin the Christian society and shows that they were active players in the kingdom's politics. Jews and
Christiansin Medieval Castile breaks new ground in helping us understand more fully the tensions, and
commonalities, between groups of different faithsin the late medieval period.
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From reader reviews:
Jerry Linton:

Here thing why this Jews and Christiansin Medieval Castile: Tradition, Coexistence, and Change are
different and reliable to be yours. First of al looking at a book is good but it depends in the content than it
which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. Jews and Christiansin Medieval Castile: Tradition,
Coexistence, and Change giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no guide that similar with Jews and Christiansin Medieval Castile: Tradition,
Coexistence, and Change. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere likein park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of Jews and Christiansin Medieval Castile: Tradition,
Coexistence, and Change in e-book can be your option.

Robert Nguyen:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can betrue or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Jews and Christiansin Medieval
Castile: Tradition, Coexistence, and Change book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

EffieMorris;

This book untitled Jews and Christiansin Medieval Castile: Tradition, Coexistence, and Change to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of
benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy thiskind of book in the book store or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of this book sellsthe e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So thereis no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Mohammed Strohl:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get itin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Jews and Christians in Medieval Castile: Tradition,
Coexistence, and Change can give you alot of pals because by you considering this one book you have point
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Jews and Christiansin
Medieval Castile: Tradition, Coexistence, and Change.
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