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The exploits of Alexander the Great were so remarkable that for centuries after his death the Macedonian
ruler seemed afigure more of legend than of history. Thinkers of the European Enlightenment, searching for
ancient models to understand contemporary affairs, were the first to critically interpret Alexander’s
achievements. As Pierre Briant shows, in the minds of eighteenth-century intellectuals and philosophes,
Alexander was the first European: a successful creator of empire who opened the door to new sources of
trade and scientific knowledge, and an enlightened leader who brought the fruits of Western civilization to an
oppressed and backward “ Orient.”

In France, Scotland, England, and Germany, Alexander the Great became an important point of referencein
discourses from philosophy and history to political economy and geography. Voltaire, Montesquieu, and
Robertson asked what |essons Alexander’ s empire-building had to teach modern Europeans. They saw the
ancient Macedonian as the embodiment of the rational and benevolent Western ruler, a historical model to be
emulated as Western powers accelerated their colonial expansion into Asia, India, and the Middle East.

For a Europe that had to contend with the formidable Ottoman Empire, Alexander provided an important
precedent as the conqueror who had brought great tyrants of the “Orient” to heel. As The First European
makes clear, in the minds of Europe’ s leading thinkers, Alexander was not an aggressive militarist but a
civilizing force whose conquests revitalized Asian lands that had lain stagnant for centuries under the lash of
despotic rulers.
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From reader reviews:
Carlos Reese:

This The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire book isjust not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book isinformation
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read alot of
information you will get. That The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire without we
recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire can bring whenever you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
phone. This The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire having excellent arrangement
in word aswell as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Nancy Sobel:

Typically the book The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire will bring that you the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. Should you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The First European: A History of Alexander in
the Age of Empire is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Betty Serrano:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
rea their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire can
make you sense more interested to read.

Santiago Johnson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source thisfilled update of news. With this
modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire when you required it?
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