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“Are you an American, or are you not?” This was the question Harry Wheeler, sheriff of Cochise County,
Arizona, used to choose his targets in one of the most remarkable vigilante actions ever carried out on U.S.
soil. And this is the question at the heart of Katherine Benton-Cohen’s provocative history, which ties that
seemingly remote corner of the country to one of America’s central concerns: the historical creation of racial
boundaries.

It was in Cochise County that the Earps and Clantons fought, Geronimo surrendered, and Wheeler led the
infamous Bisbee Deportation, and it is where private militias patrol for undocumented migrants today. These
dramatic events animate the rich story of the Arizona borderlands, where people of nearly every
nationality?drawn by “free” land or by jobs in the copper mines?grappled with questions of race and national
identity. Benton-Cohen explores the daily lives and shifting racial boundaries between groups as disparate as
Apache resistance fighters, Chinese merchants, Mexican-American homesteaders, Midwestern dry farmers,
Mormon polygamists, Serbian miners, New York mine managers, and Anglo women reformers.

Racial categories once blurry grew sharper as industrial mining dominated the region. Ideas about home,
family, work and wages, manhood and womanhood all shaped how people thought about race. Mexicans
were legally white, but were they suitable marriage partners for “Americans”? Why were Italian miners
described as living “as no white man can”? By showing the multiple possibilities for racial meanings in
America, Benton-Cohen’s insightful and informative work challenges our assumptions about race and
national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Celia Redmond:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War in the
Arizona Borderlands ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Borderline Americans: Racial Division and
Labor War in the Arizona Borderlands is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship while using book Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War in the Arizona
Borderlands. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Carlton Solley:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War in the Arizona
Borderlands it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book has high quality.

Joanna Bowen:

The book untitled Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War in the Arizona Borderlands contain
a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice go through.

Brian Scheele:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Borderline Americans: Racial Division
and Labor War in the Arizona Borderlands to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to



open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War in the
Arizona Borderlands can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of this time.
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