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To those who travel there today, the West Indies are unspoiled paradise islands. Yet that image conceals a
turbulent and shocking history. For some 200 years after 1650, the West Indies were the strategic center of
the western world, witnessing one of the greatest power struggles of the age as Europeans made and lost
immense fortunes growing and trading in sugar-a commodity so lucrative it became known as "white gold."
As Matthew Parker vividly chronicles in his sweeping history, the sugar revolution made the English, in
particular, a nation of voracious consumers-so much so that the wealth of her island colonies became the
foundation and focus of England's commercial and imperial greatness, underpinning the British economy and
ultimately fueling the Industrial Revolution. Yet with the incredible wealth came untold misery: the horror
endured by slaves, on whose backs the sugar empire was brutally built; the rampant disease that claimed the
lives of one-third of all whites within three years of arrival in the Caribbean; the cruelty, corruption, and
decadence of the plantation culture.
While sugar came to dictate imperial policy, for those on the ground the British West Indian empire
presented a disturbing moral universe. Parker brilliantly interweaves the human stories of those since lost to
history whose fortunes and fame rose and fell with sugar. Their industry drove the development of the North
American mainland states, and with it a slave culture, as the plantation model was exported to the warm,
southern states. Broad in scope, rich in detail, The Sugar Barons freshly links the histories of Europe, the
West Indies, and North America and reveals the full impact of the sugar revolution, the resonance of which
is still felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Willette Bickel:

This book untitled The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West Indies to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from
your list.

Randy Garrison:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be learn. The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West
Indies can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Susan Spiegel:

You can get this The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West Indies by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.

Erin Wright:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Sugar
Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West Indies or even others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their
knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption,
Empire, and War in the West Indies to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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