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In Why Knowledge Matters, influential scholar E. D. Hirsch, Jr., addresses critical issues in contemporary
education reform and shows how cherished truisms about education and child development have led to
unintended and negative consequences.
 
Hirsch, author of The Knowledge Deficit, draws on recent findings in neuroscience and data from France to
provide new evidence for the argument that a carefully planned, knowledge-based elementary curriculum is
essential to providing the foundations for children’s life success and ensuring equal opportunity for students
of all backgrounds. In the absence of a clear, common curriculum, Hirsch contends that tests are reduced to
measuring skills rather than content, and that students from disadvantaged backgrounds cannot develop the
knowledge base to support high achievement. Hirsch advocates for updated policies based on a set of ideas
that are consistent with current cognitive science, developmental psychology, and social science.
 
The book focuses on six persistent problems of recent US education: the over-testing of students; the
scapegoating of teachers; the fadeout of preschool gains; the narrowing of the curriculum; the continued
achievement gap between demographic groups; and the reliance on standards that are not linked to a rigorous
curriculum. Hirsch examines evidence from the United States and other nations that a coherent, knowledge-
based approach to schooling has improved both achievement and equity wherever it has been instituted,
supporting the argument that the most significant education reform and force for equality of opportunity and
greater social cohesion is the reform of fundamental educational ideas.

Why Knowledge Matters introduces a new generation of American educators to Hirsch’s astute and
passionate analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Miller:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Why Knowledge Matters: Rescuing Our Children
from Failed Educational Theories can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Leona Ferretti:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is definitely Why Knowledge Matters: Rescuing Our Children from
Failed Educational Theories.

Patricia Oyler:

This Why Knowledge Matters: Rescuing Our Children from Failed Educational Theories is brand-new way
for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in
reading this Why Knowledge Matters: Rescuing Our Children from Failed Educational Theories can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot
find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Bonnie Howe:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this Why Knowledge Matters: Rescuing Our Children from Failed
Educational Theories can make you experience more interested to read.
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