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Wisdom Won from Illness brings into conversation two fields of humane inquiry?psychoanalysis and moral
philosophy?that seem to have little to say to each other but which, taken together, form a basis for engaged
ethical thought about how to live.

Jonathan Lear begins by looking to the ancient Greek philosophers for insight into what constitutes the life
well lived. Socrates said the human psyche should be ruled by reason, and much philosophy as well as
psychology hangs on what he meant. For Aristotle, reason organized and presided over the harmonious soul;
a wise person is someone capable of a full, happy, and healthy existence. Freud, plumbing the depths of
unconscious desires and pre-linguistic thoughts, revealed just how unharmonious the psyche could be.
Attuned to the stresses of modern existence, he investigated the myriad ways people fall ill and fail to thrive.
Yet he inherited from Plato and Aristotle a key insight: that the irrational part of the soul is not simply
opposed to reason. It is a different manner of thinking: a creative intelligence that distorts what it seeks to
understand.

Can reason absorb the psyche’s nonrational elements into a whole conception of the flourishing, fully
realized human being? Without a good answer to that question, Lear says, philosophy is cut from its
moorings in human life. Wisdom Won from Illness illuminates the role of literature in shaping ethical thought
about nonrational aspects of the mind, offering rich readings of Shakespeare, Kierkegaard, J. M. Coetzee,
Marilynne Robinson, and others.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Wisdom Won from Illness: Essays in Philosophy and
Psychoanalysis. Try to face the book Wisdom Won from Illness: Essays in Philosophy and Psychoanalysis as
your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Robert Araiza:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Wisdom Won from Illness: Essays in Philosophy
and Psychoanalysis. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a new book Wisdom Won from Illness: Essays in Philosophy and Psychoanalysis.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Lawrence Fox:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Wisdom Won from
Illness: Essays in Philosophy and Psychoanalysis suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Wisdom Won from Illness: Essays in Philosophy and
Psychoanalysisis a single of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core
of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Jesus Rhode:

The reserve untitled Wisdom Won from Illness: Essays in Philosophy and Psychoanalysis is the publication
that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Wisdom Won from Illness: Essays in Philosophy and



Psychoanalysis from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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