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“‘A covenantal vision of life, with mitzvah (divine commandment) as the central organizing principle in the
relationship between Jews and God, liberates the intellect and the moral will. I seek to show that a tradition
mediated by the Sinai covenant can encourage the development of a human being who is not afraid to
assume responsibility for the ongoing drama of Jewish history. Passive resignation is seen not to be an
essential trait of one whose relationship to God is mediated by the hearing of mitzvot.”
—from the Introduction

This interpretation of Jewish teaching will appeal to all people seeking to understand the relationship
between the idea of divine demand and the human response, between religious tradition and modernity.
Hartman shows that a life lived in Jewish tradition need not be passive, insulated, or self-effacing, but can be
lived in the modern pluralistic world with passion, tolerance, and spontaneity.

The Judaic tradition is often seen as being more concerned with uncritical obedience to law than with
individual freedom and responsibility. In A Living Covenant, Hartman challenges this approach by revealing
a Judaism grounded in a covenant—a relational framework—informed by the metaphor of marital love
rather than that of parent-child dependency. This view of life places the individual firmly within community.
Hartman shows that the Judaic tradition need not be understood in terms of human passivity and resignation,
but rather as a vehicle by which human individuality and freedom can be expressed within a relational
matrix.
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From reader reviews:

James Horowitz:

The book A Living Covenant: The Innovative Spirit in Traditional Judaism give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book A
Living Covenant: The Innovative Spirit in Traditional Judaism to become your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open and read a reserve A Living Covenant: The Innovative Spirit in Traditional
Judaism. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this guide?

James Turco:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be A Living Covenant: The Innovative Spirit in Traditional
Judaism why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Eileen Schmitt:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon.
The A Living Covenant: The Innovative Spirit in Traditional Judaism provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.

Larry Huff:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book A Living Covenant: The Innovative Spirit in Traditional Judaism we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with
this book A Living Covenant: The Innovative Spirit in Traditional Judaism. You can more appealing than



now.
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