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This newly updated and revised second edition of A Story in Stones explores the relationship between
Portugal and Ethiopia during the XVI and XVII centuries from the unique perspective of stonework.
Through research and many years of working in the field, J.J. Hespeler-Boultbee examines the first early
Renaissance links between the principal European superpower of the day and the ancient Christian empire of
Ethiopia's Highlands - using contemporary architectural vestige as a catalyst for his findings.

What began as Portugal's mission to discover an unknown world soon became a quest to find Prester John,
the legendary Christian priest/king presumed to be living on the far side of Islam. In an attempt to form a
Christian military alliance, the search was both concluded and, in a manner, initiated by explorer Pêro da
Covilhã in 1493 with his overland journey to the Highland court of Emperor Eskendar. This was
instrumental in setting up a string of ties between the two nations - diplomatic, military, religious, cultural
and (most long-lasting of all) architectural - almost three decades before Portugal's diplomatic mission of
1520.

The fascinating story contained in the stones can yet be seen in the Portuguese and "Gondarine" ruins that
dot the Gojjam and Lake Tana regions; they continue to influence today's Highland architectural design.
Hespeler-Boultbee examines over thirty different sites, many of which are remote and rarely visited. Fully
illustrated with colour photos and drawings.

About the Author:
J.J. Hespeler-Boultbee is an Art & Architectural Historian and Associate of the Institute of Ethiopian
Studies, Addis Ababa University. He lived for twenty-five years in Portugal, during that time making several
forays into the Ethiopian Highlands on behalf of the Department of History and CIDEHUS (Centro de
Investigação e Desenvolvimento em Ciências Humanas e Sociais), the research and development institute at
the University of Évora. For the two year period, 2007-2009, he lived in and conducted research from Bahir
Dar on Lake Tana, Ethiopia, during which time he found his historical conclusions were at considerable
variance with colleagues in the History Department at Bahir Dar University - disagreements which have
prompted the revisions leading to this current updated and revised edition of A Story in Stones.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Spaulding:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this A
Story in Stones: Portugal's Influence on Culture and Architecture in the Highlands of Ethiopia 1493-1634
(Updated & Revised 2nd Edition, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Evita Young:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this A
Story in Stones: Portugal's Influence on Culture and Architecture in the Highlands of Ethiopia 1493-1634
(Updated & Revised 2nd Edition.

Deborah Anderson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Story in Stones: Portugal's
Influence on Culture and Architecture in the Highlands of Ethiopia 1493-1634 (Updated & Revised 2nd
Edition which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Ronald Meyers:

You can obtain this A Story in Stones: Portugal's Influence on Culture and Architecture in the Highlands of
Ethiopia 1493-1634 (Updated & Revised 2nd Edition by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-



book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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