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“We can begin with a kiss, though this will not turn out to be a love story, at least not a love story of
anything like the usual kind.”

So begins A Very Queer Family Indeed, which introduces us to the extraordinary Benson family. Edward
White Benson became Archbishop of Canterbury at the height of Queen Victoria’s reign, while his wife,
Mary, was renowned for her wit and charm—the prime minister once wondered whether she was “the
cleverest woman in England or in Europe.” The couple’s six precocious children included E. F. Benson,
celebrated creator of the Mapp and Lucia novels, and Margaret Benson, the first published female
Egyptologist.

What interests Simon Goldhill most, however, is what went on behind the scenes, which was even more
unusual than anyone could imagine. Inveterate writers, the Benson family spun out novels, essays, and
thousands of letters that open stunning new perspectives—including what it might mean for an adult to kiss
and propose marriage to a twelve-year-old girl, how religion in a family could support or destroy
relationships, or how the death of a child could be celebrated. No other family has left such detailed records
about their most intimate moments, and in these remarkable accounts, we see how family life and a family’s
understanding of itself took shape during a time when psychoanalysis, scientific and historical challenges to
religion, and new ways of thinking about society were developing. This is the story of the Bensons, but it is
also more than that—it is the story of how society transitioned from the high Victorian period into
modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled A Very Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and the Bensons in
Victorian Britain. Try to make the book A Very Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and the Bensons in
Victorian Britain as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

David Ramos:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take A Very Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and
the Bensons in Victorian Britain as your daily resource information.

Nicole Dilbeck:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A Very
Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and the Bensons in Victorian Britain, you can tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Debra Weeks:

A Very Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and the Bensons in Victorian Britain can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing A Very Queer Family Indeed: Sex, Religion, and the Bensons in Victorian Britain
nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that



maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
imagining.
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