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Pain and Retribution charts the rise and rise of a form of punishment that takes place behind the walls of the
institution we have come to call ‘prison’. It is the first single volume history of British prisons, charting their
history from the time of the Norman Conquest to the present day. Written by a former prison governor who
is now one of the country’s leading criminologists, the book offers unrivalled insight into the prison system
in England, Scotland and Wales.
David Wilson, using criminological theory, looks at the way in which the prison has needed to satisfy the
demands of three interested parties: first, the public, including politicians and media commentators; second,
prison staff; and third, the prisoners themselves. The inability of the prison to satisfy all three groups at the
same time means that the prison system is perpetually in crisis, and is therefore seen as a failure. Ironically,
the prison system continues to prosper in terms of the numbers of prisoners incarcerated and the vast amount
of money that society invests in keeping them locked up.
Pain and Retribution explores prison as an institution and discusses not only who gets imprisoned but also
what happens to people when they are ‘banged up’. David Wilson investigates how prisons are designed and
how they are organized and managed, allowing the reader access to all areas, from the prison landing to the
people behind the locked doors, including the prison staff. He asks searching questions about the purpose of
Britain’s current prison system and why prison exerts such a hold on the collective psyche and imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Brown:

The guide untitled Pain and Retribution: A Short History of British Prisons, 1066 to the Present is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Pain and Retribution: A Short History of British
Prisons, 1066 to the Present from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Derrick Tompkins:

The particular book Pain and Retribution: A Short History of British Prisons, 1066 to the Present has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

James Collins:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Pain and Retribution: A Short History of
British Prisons, 1066 to the Present can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Edward Trotta:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Pain and Retribution: A Short History of British Prisons,
1066 to the Present was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Pain
and Retribution: A Short History of British Prisons, 1066 to the Present has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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